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INT. THEATRE - DAY 1 1

Dan Mangan’s You Silly Git plays. ROADIES are setting up the 
venue for a concert. INSTRUMENTS are being soundchecked. 
Among the vacant seats sits a casually adorable WOMAN (26). 
She’s at home in the vast emptiness typing an e-mail on her 
laptop: You probably don't even recognize my e-mail address 
anymore. I'm sorry I never replied CURSOR. CURSOR. CURSOR.

LAUGHING distracts her. 

INT. PEEL PUB - NIGHT2 2

LAUGHING. SUNJAY (30) is cracking up at a corner table. 

SUNJAY
This is awesome. Sorry. Continue.

RYAN (30) sits across from him, reading the e-mail aloud.

RYAN
I'm sorry I never replied to any of 
your e-mails. I didn't mean to hurt 
your feelings. I just thought you 
might have had trouble letting go of 
things and wanted to give it time. 

SUNJAY
Letting go? You cried at the office 
for weeks. You sounded like me at 
sixteen but at twenty seven. 

RYAN
Are you done? 

(beat)
I’m playing Montreal in April. Let 
me know if you want to come to the 
show. It’d be great to see you 
again. Smiley face. Zoe

SUNJAY
So, you gonna go?

No response. 

SUNJAY (CONT’D)
Yeah, you’re gonna go. 

TWO WOMEN (30) rejoin them at the table. One sits next to 
Sunjay. The other drapes her arms over Ryan’s shoulders. 

WOMAN
Go where?



EXT. TORONTO - DAY 3 3

ROLL CREDITS over shots of Toronto. Lake Ontario toward the 
skyline, the SkyDome, CN Tower, Much Music, street graffiti, 
OCAD, the Art Gallery and finally a radio station and its 
storefront studio. 

EXT. RADIO STATION. STOREFRONT STUDIO - DAY 4 4

TITLE: SIX YEARS EARLIER

Large windows face the winter foot traffic outside. The ON-
AIR LIGHT is on but no DJ. The studio door bursts open. A 
younger Ryan (24) races in a second after the song has faded 
out. He’s out of breath as he turns on the microphone. 

RYAN
Indie Eighty Eight with Dan Mangan 
and You Silly Git. I’m Ryan. Three 
degrees out there Toronto. You 
know, the last time he was here, 
Dan gave me a burned CD of a girl 
he saw play the night before in a 
pub. Said she was one of the best 
guitar players he’d ever seen. Her 
name’s Zoe Hart and she’s coming by 
at eight to chat and perform. In 
the meantime, Arcade Fire, Of 
Monsters and Men and Foo Fighters 
are all coming up but right now, 
it’s Sam Roberts We’re All In This 
Together on Indie.

INT. RADIO STATION. STOREFRONT STUDIO - DAY 5 5

Ryan turns off his mic, turns up the volume on the song and 
walks over to the upright piano in the corner of the studio. 
He plays along for a few bars. KATE (30), the enthusiastic 
promotions director, walks in.

KATE
Heard you talking about Zoe. Here’s 
her actual CD. Can you ask her to 
sign it?

She throws it at him. He puts the CD on. Zoe’s song 
Sweetness starts playing. It sounds as if Taylor Swift made 
a Stevie Wonder album produced by Jimmy Page in 1970.

KATE (CONT’D)
I saw her at Indie Week. Absolutely 
brilliant. 
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Ryan’s entranced staring at her picture. Kate notices.

KATE (CONT’D)
You coming to Fast Romantics with 
me tonight? 

RYAN
What? Yeah, if I can get out of 
here by nine. Who’s opening?

KATE
It says on the tickets. They’re on 
my desk. I’ll go check. 

She leaves. Holding Zoe’s CD and reading the liner notes he 
looks up and notices the girl on the cover, ZOE HART (20), 
perplexed on the street holding her GUITAR CASE. 

INT. RADIO STATION. LOBBY - SAME 6 6

Ryan opens the door to let Zoe in.

RYAN
Hey. Sorry, they lock it on 
weekends.

ZOE
Oh it’s fine. I wasn’t waiting 
long. I’m Zoe.

She goes in for a hug startling Ryan.

RYAN
Hi. I’m Ryan.

ZOE
I’m a hugger. Hope that’s okay.

RYAN
That’s more than okay. Follow me.

She lets go and studies all the signed POSTERS and GOLD 
RECORDS on the walls as he shows her to 

INT. RADIO STATION. STOREFRONT STUDIO - SAME 7 7

RYAN
You can grab a seat over there. 

Zoe starts to set up her guitar and loop pedal. Ryan pulls 
his microphone towards him.
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RYAN (CONT’D)
What’s your favourite song right 
now?

He turns her mic on.

ZOE
I don’t know. Are we on the air?

RYAN
Yeah, live right now. If you could 
hear anything, what would it be? 

ZOE
Wow... Put me on the spot, hey? I 
don’t know. I’ve been listening to 
a lot of Current Swell lately. 

He hits some buttons on the computer.

RYAN
One song.

ZOE
Cursed?

He hits some more.

RYAN
Here it is on Indie. 

The song starts playing on the speakers. 

ZOE
Listen to that slide. It’s 
incredible. I’m trying to learn it.

They listen for a few seconds. She plays along to the bluesy 
riff for a few bars. He’s smitten. 

RYAN
Wanna try one of yours?

ZOE
Sure. 

RYAN 
What’s it called? 

ZOE
In This Moment. 

He turns the speakers off and puts on his headphones. 
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RYAN 
It’s rolling whenever you’re ready.

ZOE
This isn’t live, right?

RYAN
(laughing) 

No, no.

ZOE
Cool. I want to try something new.

She starts playing an intricate flamenco guitar intro to In 
This Moment. She’s truly a virtuoso. She clicks a LOOP PEDAL 
to add backing vocals. The song ends in a chorus of voices. 

APPLAUSE comes from outside the door. Zoe turns to see Kate 
and AYESHA (30) clapping. Ryan is stunned. Kate walks in.

KATE
Bye, Ryan. See you at Fast 
Romantics, hopefully. 

ZOE
Oh my gosh I love Fast Romantics. I 
wish I could go to the show.

RYAN
Come. We have like a dozen tickets.

KATE
Yeah. Do you want a pair? Bring 
your man. He sold me that CD there. 

RYAN
Right. Can you sign this for Kate?

Ryan hands Zoe the CD. She pulls a SILVER SHARPIE out of her 
guitar case.

ZOE
Of course darling. Kate with a ‘C’ 
or a ‘K’?

KATE
A ‘K’. Thank you so much. Here.

Kate walks over with two tickets.

KATE (CONT’D)
(to Ryan) 

Oh, and Secret Broadcast is 
opening.
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ZOE
I wish I could but I’m playing 
tonight... and we broke up last 
week. I’m so in awe of Kirty’s 
stage presence, it’s... 
transcendent. Oh I want to go.  

Zoe hands Kate back the CD. 

RYAN
I was just saying that. Bye Kate. 

She gets the hint. Kate and Ayesha leave. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
So you have a gig tonight?

ZOE
Yeah, at The Bovine at eight. 

RYAN
The Bovine? Really?

ZOE 
I know. My manager doesn’t get me.

RYAN
Well they probably won’t be on ‘til 
ten. I’ll text Kate to save a 
ticket for you just in case. 

ZOE
You really don’t have to. 

(beat) 
Wait, would you actually? 

RYAN
It’s no trouble at all. 

A nervous quiet.

RYAN (CONT’D)
Well, I don’t need another take of 
the song. Do you wanna listen back?

ZOE
Can I? 

Ryan hits some buttons. She picks up the headphones on the 
desk and listens intently for a few seconds. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
Can you go to the second chorus? I-- 
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He skips the song forward on the computer.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Yeah, right there. 

She listens for another five seconds, grooving out, but 
waiting for the one note-- she grimaces.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Yeah, ummm... no, that’s good. I 
missed the... but I’m good. Can we 
do the next one?

RYAN
It’s rolling whenever you’re ready.

ZOE
Actually, can we do it again? I’m 
really sorry.

RYAN
Do it as many times as you like. 

ZOE
(smiling) 

Just one more time. 

She clicks the loop pedal.

INT. THE BOVINE - NIGHT 8 8

A near empty dimly lit punk club. Zoe and her BAND are on 
stage performing the big chorus of In This Moment. Her 
parents, SYLVIA (50) and DAVE (50), filming with his phone, 
are standing proudly up front.

INT. ADELAIDE HALL - NIGHT 9 9

The complete opposite. A packed house. FAST ROMANTICS are on 
stage performing American Love. Ryan, Kate and Ayesha are in 
the crowd. He checks his phone. No messages. He checks 
again. Still no messages. Kate catches him and shoots him a 
look. She’s right. He puts his phone away. 

INT. RADIO STATION. FREDDIE’S OFFICE - DAY 10 10

GOLD RECORDS decorate the walls. Ryan and Ayesha are across 
from the Program Director, FREDDIE (45), seated at his desk. 
They’re all listening to Echo Nebraska’s Follow Me. 
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RYAN
So?

FREDDIE
It’s okay. 

AYESHA
I love it!

RYAN
(to Ayesha) 

Right. 

FREDDIE
Are there any songs we can drop 
this week?

RYAN
No, but I’m telling you this song 
is going to be massive. 

FREDDIE
Who else is playing it?

RYAN
Just Triple Jay in Australia. We 
can be first on something that’s 
going to be so big, and it’s 
CanCon. They’re from Vancouver.

FREDDIE
Okay, what else you got? 

RYAN
That’s it. 

FREDDIE
Let’s give it another week then.

Ayesha and Ryan get up to leave. His phone CHIMES as they 
walk out the door. He stops.

TEXT MESSAGE from ZOE HART: 

Z: Nice meeting you the other day. Mom taped your show for 
me. Hope you had fun at Fast Romantics. Sad I couldn’t come 
:(

Ryan fist pumps and starts writing. 

R: Dear Zoe. 

He erases it. 

R: My lovely, talented new friend. 

He deletes it. 
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R: Sup boo. SEND

RYAN
No! Shit. 

(...) 

It disappears. His heart stops. 

After a beat (...) 

Z: Hey you.

Relief. He pauses. 

R: What are you up to tonight?

Z: (...) Going on a date. You?

R: Oh, that’s cool. I was gonna ask if you wanted to see 
Hannah Georgas.

An unbearably long (...)

Z: I’m kidding :P Pick me up at eight thirty?

FREDDIE
Ryan?

RYAN
Yeah?

FREDDIE
Get out.

RYAN
Right.

INT. THE HORSESHOE TAVERN - NIGHT 11 11

Hannah Georgas is on stage performing Somebody. Ryan and Zoe 
are in the crowd. He’s standing behind her debating putting 
his arms around her but doesn’t. 

INT. THE HORSESHOE TAVERN. FRONT ROOM - LATER12 12

The crowd files out past the rock n roll memorabilia on the 
walls. 

RYAN
Old Brown Shoe? No one says Old 
Brown--
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ZOE
George is my favourite and I love 
the bluesier Beatles songs.

RYAN
Yeah, but Old Brown Shoe? Really? 
What, is Yellow Submarine your 
favourite album then?

ZOE
No. McCartney’s Ram is. 

RYAN
Can’t argue with that.

Zoe puts on her toque. 

ZOE
Are you tired?

RYAN
No, why?

ZOE
We barely got to talk. I had fun 
talking with you the other day.

RYAN
Wanna grab a beer across the 
street?

ZOE
I don’t drink.

It gets quiet as they walk out the door to

EXT. THE HORSESHOE TAVERN - SAME 13 13

The cold winter’s night. Zoe spots a GIRL (20) in tears 
across the street at the streetcar stop.

ZOE
Sometimes I look at people and try 
to feel what they’re feeling. 

RYAN
For songs or for yourself? 

ZOE
Both I guess, but that girl over 
there. 

(pointing) 
That’s a song.
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She pulls out a NOTEBOOK and PEN from her purse, writes a 
few words down and puts it away. 

RYAN
I know where we can go. 

INT. SPIN - LATER 14 14

PING PONG BALLS flying. PING PONG TABLES everywhere. Zoe and 
Ryan are horrible at it. Ryan hits the ball under a table. 
Zoe can’t find it. He walks over to Zoe’s side to help her 
look. He picks up his BEER, which is beside her WATER.

RYAN
You never drink, really?

ZOE
I mean I’ll have a glass of wine 
the odd time, but I wouldn’t say I 
drink. 

RYAN
How come?

ZOE
I don’t know. I don’t feel like I 
need it. I don’t need a different 
headspace. I like the one I’m in.

RYAN
So I assume no drugs either then? 
Not even weed?

ZOE
Never. You?

RYAN
I’ll smoke weed from time to time 
but I haven’t had any in a while. 

ZOE
Well I can’t kiss someone who 
smokes. 

RYAN
So I can kiss you?

ZOE
I didn’t say that. Just not in 
public on a first date.

RYAN
Oh, so this is a date?

11.



ZOE
I don’t know, is it?

DERRICK (20) runs over and hugs Zoe from behind. She turns.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Derrick! Oh my gosh. Don’t do that. 

She playfully slaps him. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
I saw your photos from tour. It 
must have been so rad. 

DERRICK
It was so sick, yo. You wouldn’t 
believe the shit we got into.

Derrick and Zoe are deep in what appears to be a flirtatious 
conversation as Ryan nervously sips his beer. He pretends to 
be busy on his phone until Derrick leaves.

ZOE
Sorry. I always forget to introduce 
people. Derrick is an old friend 
but he’s such a douche. 

RYAN
Really? I couldn’t tell.

Zoe laughs. An awkward silence. 

ZOE
So, how long have you lived here?

RYAN
Since October.

ZOE
That’s it? So you, like, just moved 
here from... 

RYAN
Edmonton.

ZOE
So why Toronto? What didn’t you 
like about Edmonton? I played there 
once. It’s so beautiful. 

RYAN
Oh yeah the river valley is 
gorgeous in the summer. We should 
go some time. 
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Zoe awkwardly laughs. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
Well, I was doing a weekend show 
for Freddie and he said, ‘I’m 
launching a new station in Toronto. 
If you drive out east and help me, 
you can be the music director.’

ZOE
You just packed up and moved? Just 
like that?

RYAN
Yeah.

ZOE
You didn’t know anyone?

RYAN
Just Freddie. He’s like a second 
dad. 

ZOE
Crazy. I could never leave home 
like that, wow. My parents would 
never let me. 

RYAN
Stage parents?

ZOE
My dad and I had to have a talk 
last year about that. My mom just 
thinks it’s fun. They’re super 
supportive though. They come to 
every show. 

RYAN
Every show?

ZOE
Every show. 

Another awkward silence. They both start singing along to 
Kevin Drew’s Good Sex playing over the PA. 

ZOE & RYAN
Good sex it never makes you feel 
clean. Good sex its gonna get you 
with a fine line. Good sex it’s 
gonna die on the knees. 

She realizes what she’s singing. 
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ZOE
We’re not going to have sex or 
anything. 

RYAN
What? We were just sing--

ZOE
I’m sorry, I just totally--

RYAN
No I wasn’t... I hadn’t planned on--

ZOE
I didn’t mean to put that out 
there. 

RYAN
It’s okay. 

An awkward silence as they stare at each other. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
They’re like blue and green with a 
ring of fire inside.

ZOE
What?

RYAN
Your eyes. Blue-green eyes with 
fire inside. 

BARTENDER (O.S.)
(ringing a bell) 

Last call.

ZOE
Shit. I didn’t realize it was this 
late. I told my parents I’d be home 
an hour ago.

She reaches for her purse and pulls out her phone.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Dad’s messaged me like six times. 

RYAN
I’m sorry. I didn’t realize--

ZOE
No don’t be sorry. He’s just over 
protective. He’ll be fine.
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EXT. ZOE’S HOUSE - LATER 15 15

Ryan’s car drives down the suburban street and pulls into 
the DRIVEWAY.

ZOE
It’s Greek, it means life. And 
Hoffman, that’s... Jewish?

RYAN
Yeah kinda, but I’m not religious 
at all. I mean I’m Jewish 
culturally, like an Italian is 
Italian but I don’t know what’s out 
there and I don’t trust anyone that 
claims to know what is. What’s that 
make me atheist, agnostic?

ZOE
I don’t believe in god anymore 
either.

RYAN
Just rock n roll? 

ZOE
Oh I believe in rock n roll. 

They laugh which dissipates into that awkward silence at the 
end of a first date. 

RYAN
So we’re not in public anymore.

ZOE
No... we’re not... what?

RYAN
To kiss you. I mean, can I kiss 
you?

ZOE
Oh, okay.

He slowly kisses her. She grabs the back of his hair. He 
touches her cheek.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Okay, I really gotta go. I had fun 
tonight. 

RYAN
Me too. 
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She runs to the door. He’s captivated. She turns to wave 
goodbye before the door shuts.

INT. THE LAKEVIEW RESTAURANT - MORNING 16 16

A WAITRESS (25) places a TEA POT in front of open lyric 
notebooks as Zoe and her keyboard player, JASMINE (21), have 
breakfast in the diner. Zoe’s notebook has the words ‘The 
girl on the street in tears, showing the world her fears’ 
written down.

JASMINE
He can’t be that cute. 

ZOE
He’s perfect.

JASMINE (CONT'D)
I can’t stand his show.

ZOE 
Well that was brutally honest.

JASMINE
I’m sorry but it’s true and you 
just broke up with Christopher. 

ZOE
So?

JASMINE
He’s just not the greatest choice 
for a rebound. You need time to be 
single, you need time to be you. 

A long beat. Maybe she’s right.

JASMINE (CONT’D)
How’s that for a lyric?

No response. 

JASMINE (CONT’D)
I’m going to write it down.

Bassist MALIK (20) and drummer HEATHER (23) walk in. 

MALIK
Yeah, I can’t do the Drake next 
Thursday. Jazz band has me booked 
in Ottawa all weekend. Sorry.

JASMINE
Think Noah is around?
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ZOE
I’ll text him.

HEATHER
(pointing at the lyrics)

So what do you got so far? 

Jasmine looks at Zoe. Zoe begrudgingly sings the line to 
them, which transitions to 

INT. THE DRAKE HOTEL UNDERGROUND - NIGHT 17 17

Posters for THE SHEEPDOGS WITH SPECIAL GUEST ZOE HART. It’s 
half full. Zoe, Heather, Jasmine and NOAH (28) substituting 
on bass, are playing a new song. Ryan, Kate, Ayesha, VANCE 
(40), and Freddie with his WIFE (40) are sitting at a table 
in the middle. 

FREDDIE
What’s this song called?

RYAN
Warning Signs I think. 

VANCE
Meh.

AYESHA
It’s not on her CD. 

RYAN
It’s new.

KATE
Ah. You just missed it. I can’t 
believe you were talking. She just 
sang a line with the words ‘I love 
him’ and looked right at you, but 
you were talking. You suck.

RYAN
Oh please. She’s performing, I’m 
sure she can’t even see us. 

KATE
No, she looked right at you man, 
I’m telling you. 

RYAN
She does not love me. We’ve only 
kissed once, not a chance. 
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VANCE
You’re a homo.

AYESHA
Wait? What? In two months? 

(to Kate) 
Bad kisser? 

RYAN
No no. My kisses are like Simon and 
Garfunkel. You both know that. 

KATE
Yeah, that actually seems apt.
You don’t remember?

AYESHA
Too drunk. 

INT. THE DRAKE HOTEL UNDERGROUND - LATER 18 18

Ryan’s waiting at the same table alone now looking at Zoe’s 
world. Jasmine and Heather load gear out the back door. 
Dave, Sylvia and Noah are chatting in the corner like old 
friends. FIVE FRAT GUYS are talking to Zoe who’s laughing as 
she’s selling them t-shirts at the merch booth.

EXT. THE DRAKE HOTEL. STAGE DOOR - LATER 19 19

A spring night. Zoe and Ryan load the last of her gear into 
the back of her tour van.

ZOE
I’m glad you stayed. 

RYAN
It’s kinda weird to see so many 
guys hitting on you.

ZOE
They’re not hitting on me. They’re 
hitting on the idea of me they’ve 
made up in their minds based on a 
performance.

RYAN
It happens every night?

ZOE
When people actually show up, yeah.
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RYAN
And you want to still hang out with 
me? 

ZOE
Yeah.

RYAN
Really? Me?

ZOE
(smiling) 

Yeah. 

Ryan shuts the trunk. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
I’m going to miss you. Can you--

Noah runs over.

NOAH
That’s it for us. We’re gonna take 
off. Hey there, Noah.

RYAN
Hey, Ryan. Great set, man.

They shake hands.

ZOE
Thanks again for covering last 
minute.

NOAH
Of course. Anytime. 

Zoe hugs Noah goodbye. Jasmine and Heather wave from their 
minivan as they drive off. 

JASMINE & HEATHER
See you in a month.

ZOE
I’ll e-mail you demos. 

(to Ryan) 
And I’ll see you in a month as 
well. 

RYAN
Yeah.

Ryan goes for a kiss. 
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ZOE
What are you doing?

RYAN
I’m sorry. I thought... I don’t 
know, I just--

ZOE
I like you Ryan, I do--

RYAN
No it’s okay, don’t... let’s leave 
it at that. It’s okay, really. 

ZOE
No, I do like you, I just... look 
bad things happen. I just want to 
take it slow.

RYAN
Bad-- What?

ZOE
Just trust me, okay. I like you and 
I like hanging out. I just need to 
take it slow. We’ll talk about it 
when I get back from the studio, 
okay?

RYAN
Okay.

They share a very long hug. 

ZOE
Text me when you get home. 

She gets in her van and drives off. 

INT. RECORDING STUDIO. CONTROL ROOM - DAY 20 20

Zoe’s on the other side of the glass. ETHAN (50), her 
British producer takes off his headphones and turns around.

ETHAN
Let’s do another take of the second 
verse, love.

He hits a button and a big power ballad starts playing.
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INT. RECORDING STUDIO. VOCAL BOOTH - SAME 21 21

ZOE
I need some time alone. Some time 
on my own. Some time to be single, 
some time to mingle. There’s nobody  
baby but you and me. I won’t be 
crying like the girl on the street. 

Ethan whips off his headphones.

ETHAN
Yeah, that’s what I thought... 
awful, love. Rubbish. Come in here 
a minute.

INT. C’EST WHAT - NIGHT22 22

Ryan, and Xavier (30), Australian, are at a high top with a 
empty pitcher of BEER and WINGS. 

XAVIER
You told her about the threesome 
with those two birds from work yet?

RYAN
No threesome. Just making out and 
that was before her anyway. 

XAVIER
The night before.

RYAN
A month before and nothing really 
happened. She doesn’t need to know. 

XAVIER
Starting things off on a lie. Solid 
base for a relationship. 

RYAN
Fuck you.

XAVIER
I’m just jozzlin’ your knockers, 
mate. You get riled up so easily. 

RYAN
I just don’t get it. ‘Bad things 
happen’. The fuck does that mean? 

XAVIER
Maybe she’s a virgin or a werewolf. 
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RYAN
Are you high?

XAVIER
Of course. Maybe it’s serious. 

(beat) 
Like, maybe she was raped or had an 
abortion or adoption or something. 

Silence. 

RYAN
She hasn’t even answered my last 
text in like three days. 

XAVIER
Maybe we should ask Lucia. 

(shouting) 
Hey Lucia, pop over here, love.

RYAN
No, please don’t.

LUCIA (25) walks over with a full pitcher. 

LUCIA
Here you go boys. What’s up?

XAVIER
Just wanted our beer faster. 

LUCIA
Ugh. You’re such a dick, Xavier. 

She walks away. Xavier watches. 

XAVIER
She wants me. 

Xavier makes a lewd gesture to Lucia. She gives him the 
finger yet they lock eye contact for a strangely long amount 
of time. Ryan can’t believe what he’s seeing. 

RYAN
Can we just go home, please?

INT. RADIO STATION. STOREFRONT STUDIO - NIGHT 23 23

The Weakerthans Time’s Arrow is playing on the radio. CLOSE 
UP OF A COMPUTER. MUSICMASTER SOFTWARE. Songs are being 
switched around. KNOCKING on the window. Pull out to reveal 
Ryan building an hour of music and Zoe standing outside with 
two TIM HORTONS CUPS looking apologetic. 
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INT. RADIO STATION. LOBBY - SAME 24 24

Ryan opens the front door. 

ZOE
I’m sorry.

RYAN
You didn’t text back.

ZOE
I know.

(beat)
Look my friends think I need to be 
single, my parents think I should 
be focusing on my career and I was 
in the studio with Ethan and--

RYAN
Come in... I need to talk in like 
thirty seconds.

INT. RADIO STATION. STOREFRONT STUDIO - SAME 25 25

Ryan runs over to the mic as the song ends.

RYAN
Indie Eighty Eight, The Weakerthans 
with Time’s Arrow. A song John K 
Samson wrote as a palindrome. So if 
you were playing it on guitar, you 
could play it forwards or backwards 
and it’d be the same melody. I’m 
Ryan and I’ve got Death Cab, The 
Strumbellas and Cold War Kids all 
coming up but we’ll slow things 
down right now with Hawksley 
Workman. He’s here on the twenty 
fifth at Massey Hall, this is Oh 
You Delicate Heart on Indie.

It starts playing. He turns off the mic. 

ZOE
I still can’t believe you can do 
that without any notes. 

RYAN
I’m a well of useless music trivia. 
What were you saying about Ethan?
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ZOE
(off his look) 

Oh, no, nothing like that. No, I 
was just in the studio and I can’t 
explain it but I just love it so 
much and it’s like whoever I’m with 
is always going to come second to 
music and that’s not fair to them, 
well you and I’m sorry. 

RYAN
It’s okay, I just... look I get it. 
If it’s first, it’s first but I 
don’t know what’s going on with 
you. Bad things happen? You can’t 
just drop a bomb like that and then 
leave for a month.

ZOE
When do you need to talk again?

He looks at the computer.

RYAN
Twelve minutes. Nothing’s gonna 
change. 

ZOE
It can’t not change. I’ve never 
told anybody.

A long silence as they stare at each other. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
So remember you met Noah? He plays 
bass for me every once in a while 
when Malik can’t make it? 

RYAN
Yeah, what did that fucker do?

ZOE
Calm down. We used to hang out 
cause we played in the church band 
together. He was so much fun. 
Everyone loved him. So, in grade 
eight, he invited me to Niagara 
Falls to see his band play a dorm 
party.

RYAN
Your parents let you?
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ZOE
I told them it was a group trip. I 
had such a big crush on him. I 
mean, he was this college guy and I 
had never had a boyfriend, still 
fat-- I can see you getting mad... 

RYAN
How old was he?

ZOE 
Twenty two, I think. After the 
show, we went back to his place and 
I don’t know what I thought or what 
I assumed. Maybe that I’d sleep on 
the couch or something. But when 
everyone went to bed, he asked me 
if I was coming and I guess I 
wanted to, so I did. And he kissed 
me, and it was my first kiss and it 
felt great. Then he started 
touching me and I felt like I 
wasn’t supposed to be there. 

She looks up at him with tears starting to form in her eyes.

ZOE (CONT’D)
So I said I wanted to leave but he 
didn’t stop and I asked him again 
and he said god wanted it so I just 
let it happen, and, you know, he 
went, inside me, and then just 
turned over and fell asleep. I lay 
there all night, awake, terrified I 
was going to have a baby. I didn’t 
say a word the whole way home the 
next day. You must think I’m 
horrible.

RYAN
What? No. Oh my god no. What? I’m 
so sorry. Do your parents know? 

ZOE
No. I wasn’t supposed to be there. 
I’m fine. This was a long time ago. 
He’ll get in trouble. He has 
Stephanie now and a baby. 

She starts to pick herself remarkably quick. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
I’m a big girl and there’s no need 
to do anything about it. 
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RYAN
I can’t believe I shook that mother 
fucker’s hand. I’m gonna kill him.

ZOE
No you won’t. You’re not going to 
touch him. Promise me Ryan. 

A long ass beat.

RYAN
Okay, okay I promise. 

ZOE
Okay. 

She kisses him on the forehead.

INT. RIVOLI. DOWNSTAIRS - NIGHT 26 26

The room is scattered with signs for the SOCAN STARS OF 
TOMORROW PARTY. The front bar is packed. Ryan takes it all 
in walking over to the counter. ISLA (25) runs up.

ISLA
Ryan! 

RYAN
Isla. How are you? Are you playing?

ISLA
No, I’m writing for the next album 
and needed inspiration. I met Geoff 
from The Matinée earlier. They’re 
unreal. Have you heard them yet? 
You must be playing them on the 
station. How’s your weekend going?

RYAN
Great. Actually, my friend Zoe is 
playing soon.

ISLA
What... what’s that?

RYAN
What’s what?

ISLA
The smile. I know that smile. 

RYAN
What smile?
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ISLA
You like her. Have you...?

Zoe and her band take their position on stage. They start 
playing the intricate intro to In This Moment.

RYAN
Not yet. That’s her there. 

ISLA
I’m going to make her want you.

RYAN
What?

She pulls him toward the stage as the band kicks in.

INT. ZOE’S HOUSE. ZOE’S ROOM - DAY27 27

Ryan takes it all in for the first time. The GUITARS, the 
PEDALS on the floor, the CDs neatly stacked, the PAPERWORK 
on the desk, all the PHOTOGRAPHS on the wall.

ZOE
I’m sorry it’s a bit of a mess.

RYAN
That’s okay. It’s so... you. 

He stops at a photograph of her in a tutu as a kid.

RYAN (CONT’D)
I didn’t know you were a dancer. 

ZOE
Was. I was never that great. You on 
the other hand...

RYAN
What do you mean? 

ZOE
At SOCAN. That girl you were with. 
I could see you dancing. 

RYAN
What, Isla? She wanted to make you 
“want me”. Her idea, not mine. 

ZOE
Hmmm...

She kisses him.
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RYAN
So this is happening now? 

ZOE
Yeah I think it’s about time. 

He kisses her. After a few beats she pulls back.

ZOE (CONT’D)
How many girls have you been with?

RYAN
What? Now? Why?

ZOE
I’ve only really been with two guys 
and you know both. You said you’ve 
never been in a real relationship. 
So I just want to know. I don’t 
know. I just want to know.

RYAN
I don’t think you do. 

ZOE
What is it like a hundred?

RYAN
What? No. Probably around ten. 

ZOE
Around ten? You don’t know?

RYAN
I’d have to count. 

ZOE
And no one serious? Really?

RYAN
Not really. I mean a couple of 
months at most here and there.  

ZOE
How come?

RYAN
I don’t know. No one ever holds my 
interest long enough, I guess. I 
always get bored. 

ZOE
So you’re gonna get bored of me?
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She laughs. It’s awkward but sweet.

RYAN
You know, I don’t think so. I 
haven’t even thought about another 
girl since I met you. That’s new.

She kisses him again, more passionately this time. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
What about you? Christopher was 
your only boyfriend ever?

ZOE
Yeah. 

RYAN
Did he know about... 

ZOE
Not really. 

A silence. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
Well, I guess there was Yarri too. 

RYAN
The photographer?

ZOE
We had a great weekend together in 
the fall. 

RYAN
The fall? What about Christopher?

ZOE
I knew it was over.

RYAN
Did Christopher know it was over?

ZOE
He... Maybe? I think we both did, I 
just-- It was a bad idea. I felt so 
guilty. Never again.

RYAN
So you’re not a cheater?

ZOE
Never again. Have you?
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RYAN
Nope. But you cheated on 
Christopher with Yarri the 
photographer. Who else?

ZOE
That’s it. I met Christopher when I 
was sixteen.

RYAN
So why did it end?

ZOE
My career.

Silence. Did he want to hear that? 

Her phone rings. It’s WINSTON. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
Hey. No, it’s fine. What? Really? 
When? Oh my gosh. Yes, tell him 
yes. I’ll make it work on my end. 
Whatever they need. Oh, just me, no 
band. Okay. Wow, Okay. Yeah thank 
you so much. Okay, bye. 

She hangs up. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
Winston said Bryan Adams wants me 
to open for him in November. 
Montreal, Quebec City, Halifax, 
here, out east. 

She shrieks with joy and jumps into his arms kissing him. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
Come.

RYAN
What?

ZOE
Come with. Tour manage me. You 
don’t have to do anything really. 
Just drive when I get tired. 

RYAN
How long is the tour?

ZOE
Two weeks in November. 
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RYAN
Holy shit! That’s amazing but I 
can’t take that kinda time off in 
November. We’re in ratings. 

Zoe’s crushed. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
I want to though. It doesn’t 
matter. You’re going to open for 
Bryan Adams.

ZOE
I’m going to open for Bryan Adams!

INT. DRAKE LOUNGE - NIGHT28 28

Ryan has FOUR CONTESTANTS up on a stage. They’re all trying 
to fit as many T-shirts on as humanely possible. The CROWD 
is chanting along, PRIYANKA (40) is destroying everybody. 
She’s up to twenty three shirts and she’s struggling. 

CROWD
Twenty four.

CROWD (CONT’D)
Twenty fi--

She can’t and falls over trying. Ryan helps her up.

RYAN
Priyanka. Congratulations. You just 
won the first intermission Indie 
Eighty Eight Leafs Playoff 
challenge. Here are two front row 
seats to game three of the Stanley 
Cup Finals and a signed Auston 
Matthews jersey. 

He hands her the jersey. The crowd loves her. As she’s 
getting off stage, she erratically grabs Ryan’s mic.

PRIYANKA
Shots for everyone on me.

The crowd goes insane.

RYAN
What? No, there’s like three 
hundred people here.
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PRIYANKA
I’m sure they’ll give me a deal. 
Right, Juan?

JUAN (60) behind the bar, rolls his eyes and nods that, yes, 
he’ll give her a deal again. Ryan gets off stage and walks 
to Zoe seated in a booth. He sits beside her.

ZOE
You don’t even try and you’re just 
so cool.

RYAN
I actually try really hard.

ZOE
And funny.

She looks at him completely smitten. He notices.

RYAN
Are you my girlfriend?

ZOE
Am I your girlfriend?

RYAN
Yeah.

ZOE
That’s a weird way to phrase it.

RYAN
Well, how should I introduce you to 
people?

ZOE
I guess I am. Are you my boyfriend?

RYAN
I guess I am.

He kisses her as we cut to

INT. THEATRE - NIGHT 29 29

BRYAN ADAMS performing When You’re Gone to a sold out 
theatre. Zoe’s on stage with him singing the Mel C vocal.
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INT. THEATRE. LOBBY - NIGHT 30 30

Zoe’s selling MERCH like crazy. There’s a huge lineup of 
people in winter clothing all wanting selfies. 

INT. BACKSTAGE - DAY 31 31

Bryan Adams and Zoe writing a song in her dressing room. 

INT. THEATRE - NIGHT 32 32

Zoe taking the lead vocal for a verse. Dave’s in the crowd 
filming with his phone. Sylvia and Ryan are beside him.

INT. VAN - DAY33 33

A snowy afternoon. Zoe’s driving alone, singing at the top 
of her lungs. She couldn’t be happier. 

INT. BACKSTAGE - DAY 34 34

Zoe’s being interviewed by GEORGE STROUMBOULOPOULOS.

INT. THEATRE - NIGHT 35 35

Zoe’s trading solos with Bryan. The crowd is amazed. Bryan 
and his band are amazed. The song ends as the crowd cheers.

INT. RADIO STATION. LOBBY - DAY 36 36

THE RECEPTIONIST (30) is shook up as Ryan walks in the door. 

RYAN
Hey... What?

Business suited NIA (40) walks out of Freddie’s office.

NIA
Ryan, great, glad you’re here. Can 
you come in here for a minute? 

Ryan looks at the receptionist. She mouths the word ‘FIRED’.

INT. RADIO STATION. FREDDIE’S OFFICE - SAME 37 37

Nia walks behind Freddie’s desk. The gold records no longer 
on the walls. The desk cleared. 
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NIA
Have a seat, Ryan. I’m Nia from 
head office.

RYAN
Hi. Am I fired? Where’s--

NIA
No, no, god no. Listen, we had to 
let Freddie go this morning. 

RYAN
What?

NIA
Obviously, there’s going to be some 
changes over the next few weeks, 
but we want you to stay and freshen 
up the music a bit. More Bon Iver 
less New Order if that makes sense.

RYAN
Is anyone else--

NIA
Everyone else is staying. I know 
you have a vacation scheduled next 
month. I still want you to take it 
and enjoy it but I need you to 
train Vance as a backup on the 
music scheduling system beforehand.

RYAN
Vance? That prick in sales?

NIA
(annoyed) 

Yes, that ‘prick’ in sales 
scheduled music at a station we 
used to work at in Guelph so it 
should come easy to him. Do you 
have any questions?

RYAN
Who’s gonna replace Freddie?

NIA
We’re putting a job posting up this 
afternoon. You’re welcome to apply.
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INT. ZOE’S ROOM - DAY 38 38

Zoe’s on her bed struggling to fix Nobody Baby But You And 
Me. Messing with chords on the GUITAR. Playing with plugins 
in GARAGEBAND. She takes off her headphones and we hear 

EXT. ALGONQUIN PARK. LAKE - DAY 39 39

An OAR cutting through water. A CANOE. The open LAKE. Zoe 
and Ryan are paddling with no one around for miles. A 
ringing comes from Ryan’s backpack. 

ZOE
You have service?

He opens up the backpack to pull out a waterproof bag 
containing his phone and puts it on speakerphone. 

RYAN
I guess so. Hello?

NIA (O.S.)
Ryan, it’s Nia. I wanted to call 
before you heard it from someone 
else. Don’t worry, you still have 
your job but we’ve decided to let 
everyone else go. It wasn’t an easy 
decision. You and Vance are going 
to stay on but everyone else was 
notified this morning.

RYAN
What?

NIA (O.S.)
We’re re-branding the station. Have 
you heard of Hot Radio in L.A.? 

RYAN
The dance station?

NIA (O.S.)
Good, yes, we’ve bought their 
imaging. Huge hole in the market 
since Virgin flipped to Sunny 
Ninety Six. So as of this morning 
we’re officially Hot Toronto. Vance 
has been hard at work changing all 
the music over the last week and 
will be the new Program Director.

RYAN
So, no more Indie?
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NIA (O.S.)
No. Enjoy Algonquin and your job is 
waiting for you when you get back 
if you want it. I know it’s a 
different station and different 
music, but think about it over the 
next week. We can discuss when you 
get back. I’ve got to go. Busy day.

She hangs up. A long beat.

ZOE
Wow.

Ryan puts his phone away carefully.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Paddle and think. 

RYAN
Yeah.

They paddle a few meters. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
I’m not going back there. I’m gonna 
to start looking for other jobs. 
I’m not gonna be good at this and I 
don’t even want to be. I’m gonna 
call her back.

ZOE
Just go in there next week and see 
what it’s like. Give it a chance. 

RYAN
That’s not why I moved across the 
country. 

ZOE
No, you moved across the country 
for me. 

RYAN
I like that. Yeah, I think I did. 

ZOE
I’m ready. 

RYAN
I’m ready too... for what?

ZOE
You.
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RYAN
Me?

ZOE
You know...

RYAN
Oh! Here, in the canoe? Fuck yeah! 
I mean I don’t know if we can 
balance but--

He starts to untie his bathing suit.

ZOE
No, you goof. Tonight. 

INT. TENT - NIGHT 40 40

ZOE’S EYES. Ryan and Zoe are staring at each other in two 
sleeping bags zipped together. She kisses him and climbs on 
his lap. She starts kissing his neck. He places his hands on 
her back and takes off her shirt. She takes off her bra. He 
takes his shirt off. She helps him with his pants. It’s a 
little awkward but there’s a romance to it. She reaches over 
to her BACKPACK and pulls out CONDOM. She helps him put it 
on and gets on top of him. 

RYAN
I love you so much.

ZOE
I love you too.

Zoe grinds on Ryan, getting into it as we cut to

INT. RADIO STATION. LOBBY - DAY 41 41

Ryan walks in the door, a DIFFERENT RECEPTIONIST is sitting 
at the front desk. All the signs now say ‘Hot Toronto’. 

INT. RADIO STATION. FREDDIE’S OFFICE - SAME 42 42

Vance is behind Freddie’s desk overjoyed with his feet up.

VANCE
Welcome back.

RYAN
Thanks. So--
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VANCE
It sounds good right? It’s going to 
make so much money. This is how you 
run a station. 

RYAN
Yeah it sounds... great, yeah, 
sure. How am I a part of this?

VANCE
I have a bunch of ideas for you. 
First being that I need someone in 
the studio to answer the phone. So 
I want you in the studio from eight 
to six every day fielding calls. 

RYAN
You want me to do a ten hour show? 

VANCE
No. What? No, no no. I just need 
you in the room to answer the phone 
when it rings. I’m trying to figure 
out an on air lineup and when we’ll 
launch DJs. 

RYAN
Can’t we forward that to reception?

VANCE
No. I also want you to take care of 
the music schedule. I built a new 
library that I’ll e-mail you. How 
are you with pop music? It’s a long 
ways from indie rock.

RYAN
I can look at the charts. It can’t 
be too hard. Just basically follow 
the trends in other major markets? 
Bieber, Rihanna, Taylor Swift, all 
that crap.

VANCE
Exactly. Go do tomorrow’s music 
logs and I’ll double check them. 

RYAN
You’ll double check my logs? 

VANCE
Yes I will and you can go as tight 
as seventy five minutes between the 
new Selena Gomez and Katy Perry. 
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EXT. UNIVERSAL MUSIC - DAY 43 43

Zoe walks into the building as excited as she’s ever been. 

INT. UNIVERSAL MUSIC. OFFICE - DAY 44 44

QUENTIN (50) is seated across from Zoe in his decadent 
office. They’re listening to In This Moment. He stops it.

QUENTIN
I think you need to figure out what 
your sound is. What I saw on stage 
was powerful but I don’t hear that 
here. It’s just not focused. This 
isn’t you. You have so much 
potential. You need to harness it 
in a studio, find a way to be 
yourself, capture the way you are 
on stage. People need to identify 
you to cut through the clutter. 
Pop, indie, country, blues, what is 
Zoe Hart? Who is Zoe Hart?

He unplugs her phone from his stereo handing it back to her. 

ZOE
Is it writing with different people 
or finding a new producer? A new 
band--

QUENTIN
It has to come from within you. 
When you figure it out, come back 
to me with some new songs and we’ll 
see where things are at. Go to 
Nashville or New York for a bit. 
Expand your horizons. 

INT. RADIO STATION. STOREFRONT STUDIO - DAY 45 45

The big pop song from last summer is playing over the 
speakers. Ryan’s half asleep. The PHONE rings.

RYAN
Hello, Hot Toronto. 

YOUNG GIRL (O.S.)
Hello. Could you please play The It 
Girl by Poptober?
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RYAN
Ummm... I don’t know if we have 
that one, but if we do for sure.

YOUNG GIRL (O.S.)
You have to have it. It has like 
thirty million views on YouTube in 
the last week. 

RYAN
Tell you what, if we don’t, I’ll 
ask my boss. What’s your name?

YOUNG GIRL (O.S.)
Summer. 

RYAN
Alright Summer, keep listening and 
I’ll get it on for you.

INT. FREDDIE/VANCE’S OFFICE. RADIO STATION - LATER 46 46

The office is now completely decorated to Vance’s obnoxious 
taste. Ryan’s standing beside Vance at his computer 
listening to the Poptober song. 

VANCE
Only one station in Red Deer is 
playing it. Where the hell is that?

RYAN
We should at least play it for her 
once. She sounded like she was 
eight. She’s seriously the only 
call we’ve had in weeks.

VANCE
We play what the charts dictate. 
You know we’re not taking requests. 

RYAN
She’s a kid, Vance. She called the 
radio station she was listening to 
to hear a song she liked and you’re 
gonna tell her no because of a 
policy you made up about requests?

Vance sizes him up.

VANCE
I noticed your e-mail signature 
says music director. You need to 
remove that. 

(MORE)
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I never said you were the music 
director. The station currently 
doesn’t have one.

RYAN
You told me to schedule the music.

VANCE
I did.

RYAN
So, I’m not the Music Director but 
I’m doing the music directing?

VANCE
Well, no. I am. You’re just doing 
the scheduling and sitting in on 
the music meetings. 

RYAN
But those are the job requirements. 
Honestly, why am I here? You could 
have fired me with everyone else. 
You have me sitting in a studio all 
day doing nothing, for longer hours 
than I used to work for the same 
pay and--

VANCE
You’re here because Nia at head 
office likes you and wanted us to 
keep you. Just answer the phones 
until I figure things out.

RYAN
Dude, I’m bored as shit. I can 
program a week of this music in 
four hours. I just sit in the 
studio and play piano all day. 

VANCE
On that note, we don’t need the 
piano anymore. So we’re selling it. 

RYAN
Do you want me to quit?

VANCE
I didn’t say that. 

(a long beat) 
Also, we need to get into high 
schools. I want you to be that 
liaison. You can go in and hand out 
stickers over lunch.

VANCE (CONT'D)
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RYAN
What? You want me doing promo work? 
That’s what Kate and Ayesha did but 
you fired them. 

VANCE
I want you to do it.

A tense stare down. 

INT. AIRPLANE - DAY 47 47

AIRPLANE WHEELS TOUCH DOWN. Zoe’s on an airplane taxiing to 
the gate. She takes her phone off airplane mode. A text from 
her dad, three texts from her mom and a few emails. Among 
them an e-mail from WINSTON. SUBJECT: Gary Clark Jr. gig. 

Hey kiddo, we just got a request in for you to open for Gary 
Clark Jr at the Danforth in December. Call me when you land.

INT. DAKOTA TAVERN - NIGHT 48 48

We transition from her phone to Ryan’s. He’s at the back of 
the quarter full bar at a table reading an e-mail. Zoe and 
her band finish setting up on stage and she walks over. 

RYAN
I’m quitting.

ZOE
Calm down. What’d he do now?

RYAN
I’m gonna kill him. I’m not working 
overnights. Listen to this... 

He searches for the paragraph on the screen.

RYAN (CONT’D)
I’ve decided to start getting some 
talent on air. I’m going to host 
afternoon drive. That schmuck, 
giving himself the best show on the 
station. 

ZOE
And?

RYAN
(back to reading) 

We’re still looking to hire the 
other positions. 

(MORE)
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I’d like it if you started training 
on overnights starting tomorrow. 
Midnight to five a.m. That’ll be 
Mondays and Tuesdays and then 
Wednesdays through Fridays come in 
at the normal hours. Eight to six. 

(beat) 
Can you believe that? When do I 
sleep?

ZOE
He’s putting you back on the air 
though. That’s great.

RYAN
I don’t want to be up all night on 
the air at this fucking station. 

ZOE
Just do the show. Have fun with it. 
You’re good at it.

RYAN
Honestly babe, I can’t listen to 
that garbage music all day. I’d 
rather just work at a restaurant 
like in university. Xavier said he 
could get me a job at Le Papillon.

ZOE
You’d just be a waiter? Then what?

Jasmine walks over. 

JASMINE
We’re ready whenever you are. So 
glad Malik is here tonight. Noah 
took forever to set up the other 
night.

RYAN
You hired him again?

ZOE
Malik got asked to play on a Karl 
Wolf track. Is he supposed to say 
no? What am I supposed to do?

We see Zoe transform as she walks to the stage. Her game 
face on, she picks up her guitar and starts playing 
Sweetness. Dave and Sylvia run in, they wave to Ryan as Dave 
pulls out his phone to film. 

RYAN (CONT'D)
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INT. RADIO STATION. STOREFRONT STUDIO - NIGHT 49 49

Zoe’s setting up an AIR MATTRESS on the floor in the corner 
of the studio where the piano used to be. Tegan & Sara’s 
Boyfriend is playing on the radio. Ryan’s at the computer.

RYAN
I can’t believe you’re gonna stay 
the night again. 

ZOE
I want to spend every night for the 
rest of my life with you.

RYAN
Did you say you want to spend the 
rest of your life with me?

ZOE
(smiling) 

I did.

RYAN
That’s a pretty big commitment. 

ZOE
I know.

RYAN
So we’re getting married.

ZOE
One day, sure.

RYAN
So we’re engaged?

ZOE
No, no one’s proposed.

RYAN
But if I did, you would say yes?

ZOE
Not now, it’s only been two years, 
but one day.

RYAN
One day. If I was to propose.

ZOE
If you were to propose.

He walks over to her and gets down on one knee.
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ZOE (CONT’D)
No, no, not now you goof.

RYAN
I’m not asking you to marry me. I’m 
asking you if you would move with 
me if I found a better station?

ZOE
Thank god. I mean I couldn’t do 
music from like Kingston or 
something, but New York or 
Vancouver wouldn’t be so bad. What 
about that talk show you’re always 
talking about wanting to host? 
Maybe now’s the time? New York’s 
the place to do it.

RYAN
I wouldn’t even know how to start. 

ZOE
Well I can help you.

The song ends. He walks over to the mic. 

RYAN
(to Zoe) 

One of the few good bands I can 
still play. 

(to the mic) 
Hot Toronto, that’s Tegan and Sara 
with Boyfriend. You should bring 
your boyfriend, look at that segue, 
to their show, opening up for U2 at 
the SkyDome on September sixth, yes 
I will always call it the SkyDome. 
If they had to change the name, it 
should have been Rogers Field, not 
Rogers Center. Thoughts? Are you 
happy with Rogers Center? The phone 
lines are open to discuss, it’s two 
twenty three and Taylor Swift, 
Rihanna and the latest from Avicii 
are all coming up after this on 
Hot. 

EXT. RADIO STATION. STOREFRONT STUDIO - DAY50 50

Night turns to day as the leaves change to AUTUMN REDS and 
YELLOWS. We hear various tracks of audio. Just a vocal, then 
a guitar, percussion, then vocals and guitar and finally the 
whole band. 

45.



INT. RADIO STATION. STOREFRONT STUDIO - SAME 51 51

Ryan is behind the mixing board adjusting faders. ARKELLS 
are performing Knocking at the Door where the piano was. 
Vance walks in, says something inaudible to Ryan. As Ryan 
follows him out he gestures to the band to ‘keep playing’. 

INT. RADIO STATION. HALLWAY - SAME 52 52

VANCE
We need to talk about this.

RYAN
Talk about what.

VANCE
Those guys.

RYAN
Pretty good, right? 

VANCE
This is why we got rid of the 
piano. We’re not going to use any 
of this for Hot. 

RYAN
Why not? Radio is built to support 
local artists and--

VANCE
I don’t care, it’s not safe. 
There’s expensive equipment here.

RYAN
Bands have been coming in here for 
years, and, not once has there been 
an issue ever. Not even a scratch.

VANCE
Ryan, no more. 

RYAN 
Fine.

VANCE
Good. Also, I was just listening to 
your show from Tuesday. It’s much 
better but think about it like 
this, Tom Hanks has a script when 
he does a movie, right? He knows 
what he’s going to say-- 
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RYAN
You want me to be scripted?

VANCE
Exactly. Write it down. You sound 
too much like you. This is tight. 
This is hit em and leave em. This 
is the big time. This is where Tom 
Hanks wins his Oscar. 

RYAN
I’ve never written down what I’m 
gonna say. That’s not how I do my 
show. You have to keep me here. 
Let’s see how next week goes. I can 
do tighter.

VANCE
No, no. I want to see your scripts 
so we can go over them.

RYAN
You want to--- you know what, fire 
me. 

VANCE
What? No.

RYAN
Fire me, Vance.

VANCE
No.

RYAN
Then I fucking quit. 

Silence. They hold eye contact. Nothing is spoken for an 
incredibly uncomfortable amount of time.

VANCE
Fine.

The band, having just witnessed the show down, looks 
mystified performing in the studio. 

INT. RADIO STATION. STOREFRONT STUDIO - SAME 53 53

Ryan walks back in. 

MAX KERMAN
Should we finish the song?
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EXT. OFFICE. PARKING LOT - NIGHT54 54

Ryan’s car pulls into the near empty lot. He waits, enraged. 
Finally, Noah walks out of the building. Ryan gets out and 
walks over with a purpose. 

NOAH
Hi, Ryan, right? What are you--

RYAN
What the fuck is wrong with you?

NOAH
What are you talking about? Please 
calm down. 

RYAN
She was thirteen. You’re a fucking 
monster.

Ryan slaps him. 

NOAH
Oww. 

Ryan kicks him in the knee. Noah falls over. 

RYAN
I bet she wasn’t the only one 
either. 

NOAH
Please stop.

Ryan grabs Noah, holding his fist up threatening a punch.

RYAN
If she ever asks you to play with 
her again, you say you’re busy. I 
should tell your fucking wife to 
keep that baby of yours the fuck 
away from you. Maybe I will. 

He lets go and walks away confidently. 

INT. RECORDING STUDIO. BAND ROOM - DAY 55 55

Zoe and TERRELL (40) are writing a song on acoustic guitars.

TERRELL
That’s great, how about we change 
the F to an F sharp minor seventh 
though for some flavor. 
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They continue to play the progression through. She starts to 
feel the country song, really getting into it.

ZOE
Yeah, that sounds way better. 

She starts to sing some scratch lyrics over it. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
Boy, 
you got me kickin’ my heels up, 
running to you up and down on a 
Saturday night. 
You’re the only one that has ever 
made me feel the way that I do now.
You got me kickin’ my heels up, 
running to you up and down on a 
Saturday night
You’re the only one, that has ever 
made me feel the way that I do now

She stops. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
I don’t know. I don’t know if pop 
country is really my sound. 

TERRELL
What? That was incredible. 

ZOE
I don’t know if it fits with 
everything else that I do though. 

TERRELL
You just gotta do what feels right. 
Let’s demo it and see what happens. 

INT. ZOE’S HOUSE. KITCHEN - SUNSET 56 56

Ryan, Zoe and her parents are having dinner.

RYAN
It’s not forever. It’s just for now 
and pays really well. Xavier was 
telling me on a good night I can 
walk away with four hundred bucks. 
It’ll probably almost double what 
the radio station was paying. Isn’t 
that crazy?
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DAVE
So you’re going to work at a 
restaurant the rest of your life?

RYAN
I’ve got ideas.

DAVE
Do you?

ZOE
He’s going to start a podcast on 
YouTube and iTunes. Interviews with 
interesting people. 

SYLVIA
Do you make money?

RYAN
Eventually, yeah. Just gotta find 
sponsors. Guests are easy.

DAVE
How do you find the guests?

RYAN
I know some music people. I’ll 
figure out the rest.

SYLVIA
And the sponsors?

RYAN
I’ll figure that out.

DAVE
Equipment?

RYAN
iPhones are good enough for now and 
I have two mics.  

DAVE
A crew?

Ryan looks at Zoe. She waves. 

DAVE (CONT’D)
She can’t work for you.

RYAN
Just for the pilot episodes that 
we’ll shoot here and in New York 
over the summer. 

(MORE)
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We’ll find a crew down there and 
get a studio set up for the first 
season after that. 

Her parents are staring at him.

ZOE
Not yet. We’ve all talked about New 
York being good for my career. 
Quentin at Universal even said I 
should go to expand my horizons.

RYAN
The business is all there. Labels, 
agents, touring opportunities, 
songwriters, gigs, there’s so much 
to gain and it’s closer than L.A. 

ZOE
It’s not for a while though. 
September at the earliest.

SYLVIA
You can’t move to New York!

DAVE
Where’s the money coming from to 
fund all this?

Zoe looks at Ryan.

RYAN
I’ve got wiggle room on my credit 
card.

DAVE
Wiggle room!

SYLVIA
You can’t move to New York! 

Dave gets out of his seat fuming. He grabs his car keys and 
storms out, slamming the door loudly. 

RYAN
That got kinda outta hand.

ZOE
Oh he does that all the time.

RYAN
What?

RYAN (CONT'D)
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ZOE
Yeah, like all the time. Once a 
week, once every other week, I 
don’t know. He goes for a drive, 
calms down, comes back two hours 
later and watches NCIS. Really 
you’ve never seen it?

RYAN
No. 

SYLVIA
Yes, nothing to worry about. 

ZOE
He’ll text me at like nine to 
apologize. Let’s go. I’m on stage 
in forty five minutes.

SYLVIA
You are not moving to New York.

ZOE
I’m not going anywhere yet, except 
to the Cameron House now. Let’s go.

She pulls Ryan away. 

INT. APARTMENT. RYAN’S ROOM - NIGHT 57 57

Zoe’s on top of Ryan in bed. Her breathing quickens. His 
breathing quickens. He orgasms. He gets off and she goes to 
the washroom. We hear the toilet flush. Ryan throws out the 
condom and cleans himself up as the sink starts up. After a 
long beat, Zoe returns and curls up away from him. He tries 
to snuggle, but she’s not into it. Silence. 

A long uncomfortable silence.

RYAN
You okay?

She nods but she’s not. They both lay in silence. 

INT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY 58 58

WORK LIGHTS. TWO BOOM MICS. Ryan’s interviewing DAVID 
SUZUKI. Zoe has her phone recording on a TRIPOD with a 
medium shot of Suzuki. Ryan’s phone is recording on a 
similar tripod with a two shot. 
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DAVID SUZUKI
What do you do when the sun’s not 
shining and the wind’s not blowing? 
Where do you get your energy? What 
the Germans have done is said every 
car has to be run by batteries that 
you won’t have to plug in. 

(to Ryan) 
Do you know what induction is? 

Ryan nods but doesn’t know. 

DAVID SUZUKI (CONT’D)
If you have wires this way, you put 
a coil above it, you can draw a 
current off that wire even if 
you’re not touching it. That’s 
called induction. 

An e-mail from Winston pops up on Zoe’s phone but she can’t 
answer it: ‘RE::: Quebec City Festival’ She gets antsy.

DAVID SUZUKI (CONT’D)
So when all of the electric cars 
are parked they draw electricity 
off the grid. But if the demand is 
greater than there is electricity, 
say at night, every parked car will 
give energy back to the grid to 
sustain the demand. This is what Al 
Gore has proposed for the U.S.

INT. LE PAPILLON. LOBBY - NIGHT 59 59

Ryan, in a waiter’s uniform, is cashing out at a table. 
Xavier is cleaning the bar behind him. Zoe walks in buzzing. 

ZOE
Hey Xavier. 

XAVIER
Hey Zoe. He’s over there.

She walks over and sits down beside Ryan. 

ZOE
Hey babe. 

She kisses him. 

RYAN
How was John Mayer?
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ZOE
Out of this world. Here’s the best 
part though, Zack works at Le 
Germain and said he brought room 
service up to him earlier. So guess 
where we’re going?

RYAN
We’re going to John Mayer’s room? 
Does he know this?

ZOE
Well kinda, well no, actually. But 
that doesn’t matter. I just want to 
tell him how much he inspires me 
and give him a CD and then we’ll 
see what happens.

RYAN
That’s kinda creepy. 

ZOE
You think I don’t know that? I 
still have to do it. He’s my hero.

Ryan flips through bills and continues his checklist.

ZOE (CONT’D)
I can’t keep playing shitty bars to 
nobody. I need to make real money. 
This isn’t enough, it all costs too 
much. Mom and dad can’t pay for 
this forever.

RYAN
Whoa, whoa, whoa, love, where’s 
this coming from?

ZOE
Gary Clark’s bringing Michelle 
Branch on the road now. Winston 
doesn’t think he’s doing local 
openers anymore. 

RYAN
Oh, there’ll be other 
opportunities. Maybe going up to 
Mayer’s room will lead to 
something. And I have money now. 
You’ll have money later. We’re a 
team. 

ZOE
You have money now, but--
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RYAN
Babe this restaurant is raking in 
coin. We’ll be fine.

ZOE
I need my own money though. So mom 
and dad suggested this company. 
Q.T.F. that sells insurance. Do you 
remember my parent’s friend Uma? 
She’s selling it. It’s a hundred 
bucks a month at first for an 
account which goes into savings and 
earns interest which is a great 
retirement plan. Then you can also, 
and this where I make money, is I 
recruit people, like she’s doing to 
us, and I’ll get a commission.

RYAN
This sounds like a pyramid scheme.

ZOE
It’s not. She’s coming over tonight 
to sign mom and dad up and they 
want us to do it as well.

RYAN
I’m not signing anything. What’s 
the company called?

He pulls his phone out to google.

ZOE 
Queen’s Trust Fund. You don’t have 
to sign anything if you don’t want 
to. Mom and dad and me will, but 
just hear her out. 

The words SCAM, AVOID pop up on his screen. He shows her.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Can you please trust me? This is a 
good savings plan. The numbers make 
sense. I’m not stupid. I was the 
fucking valedictorian. I think this 
will help babe. Just hear her out.

RYAN
Fine.

He finishes his checklist and puts the cash in a bag.

ZOE
How’d you do?
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RYAN
Two hundred sixty four dollars. Not 
bad for four hours.

ZOE
And two nights Airbnb in New York. 

INT. HOTEL HALLWAY - LATER60 60

The elevator door opens and out walk Ryan and Zoe. 

ZOE
Twenty three oh six. This way. 

Ryan follows her. He catches the eye of a SECURITY GUARD 
(50) behind them down the hall. 

They get to the door. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
This is it!

Ryan turns to see the security guard getting closer. 

RYAN
Kiss me. 

ZOE
What?

RYAN
Just kiss me. 

ZOE
Why?

Ryan grabs her and kisses her passionately. He slowly moves 
them across the hall to another room door and pretends to 
search for a key in his pocket. The security guard walks by 
and turns the corner. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
Whoa. Smart.

She knocks on the door. No answer. 

RYAN
Can we go now? This is getting 
super creepy. 

She knocks again. Still no answer. 
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ZOE
Hang on. I planned for this, just 
in case. 

She takes an envelop and a CD out of her purse and slides it 
under the door. 

INT. Q.T.F. CONFERENCE ROOM - NIGHT 61 61

Zoe and her parents are sitting among the twenty or so 
people listening to UMA (40) give a presentation. GRAPHS are 
on easels. A PROJECTOR has a chart on the wall. There's an 
empty seat beside Zoe. She looks dejected. 

UMA
...and that’s where you reach out 
to your networks and start to build 
your own. Think of everyone you 
know. Everyone you’ve done business 
with. Friends, family, friends of 
friends. The more people that you 
get to sign up, the more commission 
you make. Your homework tonight is 
to make a list of all those people 
for next week. 

(beat) 
I think we should also give a big 
thanks to Patty for bringing in the 
coffee and deserts for the 
networking reception which starts 
now at the back table. 

The crowd applauds and moves towards the back of the room. 
PATTY (60) gives a little wave of appreciation. 

INT. HOTEL SUITE - DAY 62 62

Ryan’s setting up MICS and LIGHTS in the room. His phone 
rings.

RYAN
Where are you? I’m setting up. 
Metric should be here any minute.

INT. THE RIVOLI. UPSTAIRS BAR - SAME 63 63

Zoe’s at the crowded bar with a group of PEOPLE. It’s loud.

ZOE
A bunch of Q.T.F. people decided to 
go out after the meeting.
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A MAN (25) hands her a drink.

ZOE (CONT’D)
I’m sorry. I don’t drink. Thank you 
though.

INT. HOTEL SUITE - SAME 64 64

MAN (O.S.)
Great, more for me. 

RYAN
Who’s that?

ZOE
Nobody. Don’t worry.

RYAN
So, you’re not coming? 

ZOE (O.S.)
We’re going to eat. We just 
ordered. Sorry, this is important. 

RYAN
Are you kidding me? I need you.

INT. THE RIVOLI. UPSTAIRS BAR - SAME 65 65

MAN
You were sitting alone earlier, 
right?

ZOE
Well my parents were with me.

RYAN (O.S.)
What?

INT. HOTEL SUITE - SAME 66 66

EMILY HAINES and JIMMY SHAW walk in. 

RYAN
I gotta go. I’ll call you back.

He hangs up the phone.  

RYAN (CONT’D)
Hey guys. Thanks so much for doing 
this. 
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EMILY HAINES
Our pleasure. Where do you need us?

RYAN
Just over there in those chairs. 
Sorry, my camera operator had a 
last minute emergency. It’ll just 
take a few more minutes to set up.

He puts his phone on a tripod and hits record.

INT. APARTMENT. LIVING ROOM - DAY 67 67

FINAL CUT PRO is open on Ryan’s laptop. He’s editing the 
Metric interview on the couch. 

JIMMY SHAW
Especially performing lyrics. 
You’re repeating stuff every single 
night and -- 

EMILY HAINES
Yeah it’s a mantra.

JIMMY SHAW
--You’re saying it with passion. So 
you should be careful what you’re 
saying because you’re going to end 
up living whatever you’re preaching 
and teaching and repeating on a 
daily basis.

Zoe enters. He doesn’t say hello but takes off his 
HEADPHONES.

ZOE
What? Is Xavier--

RYAN
He’s at work.

ZOE
So you’re mad?

RYAN
It’s really shitty that you bailed 
yesterday. I need a camera op for 
these test shows.

ZOE
Then hire one. I need to be out 
networking with these people. It’s 
a new job for me.
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RYAN
(long beat) 

Why aren’t we having sex? 
Seriously? What’s going on.

ZOE
You know what’s going on.

RYAN
Honestly I don’t. Until recently 
everything was fine. 

ZOE
It wasn’t fine. I was pretending to 
like it for you. I told you, I just 
don’t like sex.

RYAN
That’s not normal. Everyone loves 
sex. Am I doing something wrong?

ZOE
No, babe you’re great. I love you. 
You know what happened to me! 

RYAN
Maybe if we tried another position. 
You’re always on top.

ZOE
No, being on top is the only 
position that doesn’t make me want 
to scream. 

He doesn’t know what to say.

ZOE (CONT’D)
And a kid would ruin my... our 
careers.

RYAN
Whoa! No one is talking about 
having kids. I’ve never said 
anything about kids. We always wear 
a condom.

ZOE
I know that and we can use 
protection all we want but you 
never know. That terrifies me. And 
mom’s right, you’re going to want 
kids sooner than me cause you’re a 
few years older. 
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RYAN
I don’t want kids anytime soon. One 
day yeah, but not-- 

ZOE
And we’ve been fighting about 
Q.T.F. and I know we’re bound to 
get into fights eventually, but my 
career is just such a mess. I’m so 
far behind where I wanted to be at 
this point. When I went on the 
Bryan Adams tour, everything just 
felt right and that’s over a year 
ago now and nothing’s happened 
since. I just thought I’d be so 
much farther along by now.

Zoe cries. Ryan consoles her as they sit on the couch.

RYAN
Is there someone else?

ZOE
What? No, of course not. I can’t 
believe you would even say that.

RYAN
Well I don’t know what to do. I 
find it hard to believe that our 
amount of sex is satisfying you 
because it’s not working for me. I 
love you so much but I can’t keep 
having sex with someone who’s not 
into it. Who shuts down afterwards. 

ZOE
What do you want me to do?

RYAN
Talk to somebody. Tell your 
parents. Talk to Jasmine. Let me 
tie Noah to a chair and you scream 
at him how you feel for as long as 
you want. How are you not angry at 
him? 

ZOE
I don’t know. I forgave him. I’m 
over it.

RYAN
No you’re not. Your body clearly 
isn’t. It’s not healthy. You need 
to talk to a doctor.
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ZOE
I don’t know if I can do that.

RYAN
Then I don’t know if I can do us. 

Silence. 

ZOE 
I’ve gone every Wednesday night for 
the past two months to Q.T.F. 
meetings and you haven’t come once. 
You know it’s important to me.

RYAN
I’m not going to that pyramid 
scheme with you. Those kinda 
companies are what destroyed the 
economy ten years ago. They are 
exactly who Bernie was railing 
against. Do you know how evil those 
people are?

ZOE
I’m evil? My friends are evil? 

RYAN
The people you work for are. 

ZOE
Stop being so self righteous. 
You’re a fucking quitter. 

RYAN
I knew you weren’t over it. I 
wasn’t happy there. 

(beat) 
None of this even matters. Music is 
gonna take off soon enough and this 
won’t be an issue. 

ZOE
When’s soon?

RYAN
This summer in Brooklyn. 

ZOE
I just started at Q.T.F. I need to 
be here recruiting people. I can’t 
do that from New York.
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RYAN
You really think taking all the 
contacts you know in music and 
asking them to invest their money 
is a good idea?

ZOE
These are great savings plans. I’m 
helping families save for the 
future and mom and dad want me to 
have a backup plan. 

RYAN
You don’t need a backup plan.

ZOE
So what do I do? I’m not making 
enough money to record a new album. 
I’m not playing enough shows.

RYAN
Okay, so, we stop in Montreal, 
Ottawa, Quebec City and capitalize 
on some of that Bryan Adams tour. 
You wanted me to tour manage. I’ll 
tour manage and we’ll book some 
coffee shops. We’ll stop in at 
blues jams and open mics in Boston 
and... Hartford, anywhere on the 
way to New York. I’ll walk around 
the crowd trying to sell CDs. We’ll 
go to local record shops and radio 
stations with pizza. Plant seeds. 
Grass roots style. I’m putting 
every penny I have into this. 

ZOE
That’s what I mean. I don’t have 
any pennies to put in and you can’t 
pay for me all summer. 

RYAN
Yes I can and I want to. I have to 
do this and I need you to do this 
with me. I can’t do it alone. I’m 
telling you babe, this summer is 
our summer.

EXT. MONTREAL - EVENING 68 68

Shots of the Olympic Stadium, Jacques Cartier Bridge, St. 
Joseph’s Oratory, Mount Royal and Old Montreal. 
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EXT. OLD MONTREAL - LATER69 69

Zoe and Ryan walk into a coffee shop with her guitar case. 

INT. KAFEIN CAFE BAR - NIGHT 70 70

Ryan and Zoe are sitting at small table at the back of the 
room. It’s pretty full for an open mic. The HOST (F/30) is 
on stage with a bucket. She pulls out a name.

HOST
En prochain, nous avon Zoe Hart. Es-
ce que Zoe est ici?

She gets up and walks to the stage. The Host adjusts the mic 
for her.

ZOE
Thank you. Hi everyone, I mean 
bonjour. I’m Zoe Hart from Toronto 
and I’m going to play a few songs. 
If you like what you hear Ryan at 
the back there has some CDs for 
sale for ten dollars. 

Ryan gives a wave. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
This one’s called Warning Signs.

Zoe starts playing.

EXT. JUST FOR LAUGHS BUILDING - DAY 71 71

Ryan walks over to the van parked across the street. Zoe’s 
playing guitar in the back. Ryan opens the door. 

ZOE
So, what’d they say?

RYAN
Well they’re not interested in 
sponsoring the show but they really 
loved the test shows and... they 
offered me a job.

ZOE
You got, what? That’s amazing. 

She kisses him.
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RYAN
Interviewing actors, comedians and 
musicians for their website.

ZOE
That’s basically the same thing.

RYAN
But... it’s based here in Montreal.

ZOE
Well this isn’t too far. What’d you 
tell them?

RYAN
I said I’d let them know in the 
morning. 

ZOE
And what’d they say.

RYAN
We’ll see you in three weeks.

ZOE
You need to do it. 

RYAN
I should take it, right?

ZOE
How much?

RYAN
Ninety grand.

ZOE
Holy shit. You absolutely should.

RYAN
Wanna move to Montreal?

No answer.

RYAN (CONT’D)
Doesn’t matter. Think about it. So 
what do we do for three weeks? New 
York or Zoe Hart van tour? 

She smiles. A few moments pass as she’s strumming some 
chords. Ryan changes out of his collard shirt and into a t-
shirt. She stops and looks at Ryan.
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ZOE
Tour to Nashville.

RYAN
Nashville? Not New York?

ZOE
We can still go if you want but 
I’ve been to New York and we can 
still cancel the Airbnb. I’ve 
always wanted to see Nashville, and 
now we have time and an excuse.

Ryan thinks about it for a second.

RYAN
Nashville.

ZOE
Nashville. And, I think Jasmine 
knows somebody who lets musicians 
stay with him sometimes. Free room. 
Maybe even some free food.

RYAN
Nashville!

INT. AIDEN’S HOUSE. FOYER - DAY 72 72

Southern accented AIDEN (40) greets them enthusiastically. 

AIDEN
Come on in. Zoe, Ryan, nice to meet 
y’all. Make yourselves at home. 

The house is ornate. Gold records and guitars fill the 
walls. They start to take their shoes off. 

AIDEN (CONT’D)
Oh, no, no, no please. Don’t be 
silly y’all, keep your shoes on. We 
have a room set up for you upstairs 
and there’s beer an’ barbecue a 
plenty out back.

EXT. AIDEN’S HOUSE. BACKYARD - LATER 73 73

Zoe’s surrounded by a dozen country singer types. Aiden has 
his eye on her from afar. Ryan notices.
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ZOE
I loved every second of being with 
Bryan. I’ll never forget singing 
with him every night. I was the 
biggest Spice Girls fan when I was 
a little girl. It was like a dream 
come true to sing Mel C’s part. I 
was so nervous that first night.

RYAN
She was tremendous. It’s on YouTube 
if you want to see.

He pulls out his phone to show them.

ZOE
No babe, please. 

DIEGO
No, come on. Let’s see it.

Everyone makes her let him. 

EXT. AIDEN’S HOUSE. BACKYARD - LATER 74 74

The night is winding down. Zoe and Ryan are in the POOL 
playing BASKETBALL against another couple DIEGO (40) and 
OPHELIA (40). A BABY starts crying in a STROLLER. DIEGO 
realizes it’s their time.

DIEGO
Alright guys, it’s been fun, but 
it’s time for us to hit the hay. 

Diego drains a long shot as they get out of the pool. 

DIEGO (CONT’D)
Zoe, Ryan, nice meetin’ you both. 
Thank you kindly Aiden, it’s been a 
pleasure, as always. Bye Miranda, 
Brett, great work today. We’ll go 
get dried off in the house.

They head inside. Ryan and Zoe are alone in the pool. He 
tries to kiss her.

ZOE
Not in front of everyone.

RYAN
No one’s paying attention. 
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ZOE
Not here. 

RYAN
Then let’s get a hotel. 

ZOE
Do you know who that was? This 
house will open so many doors.

RYAN
I’m the one with nothing to do for 
three weeks. I want my own space.

ZOE
And you’re going to pay for a hotel 
instead of getting a free room 
upstairs? Really?

RYAN
Yeah.

A long beat. 

ZOE
Fine, but you fucking owe me. We 
are not finished with this.

Ryan gets out of the pool.

RYAN
Thanks Aiden. We’re actually gonna 
take off too.

AIDEN
You’re not gonna stay? I made up a 
room for y’all. 

RYAN
That’s so generous of you, but no, 
thank you. My work is actually 
paying for a hotel. Thank you so 
much though. Tonight was 
tremendous. We’re just gonna get 
changed and hit the road.

AIDEN
Oh c’mon at least spend the night. 
It’s already gettin’ late an’ then 
we can get an early start visitin’ 
publishin’ houses tomorrow.

Ryan looks at Zoe.
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RYAN
Okay.

INT. MUSIC EXEC OFFICE - DAY 75 75

Zoe and Aiden sit across from Linda Perry looking VIRGINIA 
(50). Zoe’s playing the song she wrote with Terrell on her 
acoustic. Virginia is loving everything about it.

VIRGINIA
We need to set her up with ‘couple 
of the boys. Get some co-writes 
goin’ and see what kinda hits you 
crank out, girl. 

ZOE
Do you know any songwriters in 
Toronto or Montreal?

VIRGINIA
Gosh, no darlin’. The best of the 
best are all here. 

EXT. ROSE PARK - NIGHT 76 76

BLACK AND WHITE, 1920s, 18 frames per second, an orchestral 
crescendo. A GIRL (20) and a GUY (20), in period garb, run 
towards each other and embrace. 

TITLE: THE END

Pull back to reveal the weekly ‘movie in a park’ screening. 
The crowd applauds. Ryan is mesmerized, Zoe is noticeably 
bored.

ZOE
Thank god that’s over.

RYAN
Sooo good, right?

They walk down the street, quiet, thinking completely 
separate thoughts. After a few beats Zoe gets a text. 

ZOE 
Aiden wants to introduce me to some 
writers. I’m gonna uber. 

She orders one as they keep walking.

RYAN
Where are we going?

ZOE
Ummm... Do you mind if I just go?

69.



RYAN
What?

ZOE
Well you’d be bored. We’re just 
going to talk songwriting. I don’t 
want to babysit.

RYAN
Babysit? Fine. Go. I’ll walk back. 

She kisses him goodbye as the uber pulls up.

ZOE
Love you.

INT. AIDEN’S HOUSE. GUEST ROOM - NIGHT 77 77

Ryan and Zoe are making out on the bed.

ZOE
Aiden’s not going to be home for a 
few more hours. 

She kisses him. 

RYAN
You’re so--

ZOE
Don’t talk. 

She lies down and takes her pants off. 

RYAN
What’s wrong?

ZOE
Nothing. Go ahead.

She lies still with her eyes closed. 

RYAN
What? 

ZOE
Come on. You want to. 

RYAN
I want you. Not this.

ZOE
Sometimes it’s just hard. 
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RYAN
We haven’t had sex this whole trip. 

ZOE
I know.

RYAN
So when then? 

ZOE
I don’t know.

He gets off and lies beside her.

ZOE (CONT’D)
I think I need to stay here another 
couple of weeks. 

RYAN
I can’t.

ZOE
I know. 

RYAN
So you want me to drive back to 
Toronto and then move to Montreal, 
alone, from Nashville?

ZOE
You said you like long drives. We 
can FaceTime every day and Xavier 
will help you move.

RYAN
What about all your stuff?

They both lie in silence. 

ZOE
I’m not saying never. Just not 
right now. I need to stay here for 
a bit. Aiden’s right. Country can 
showcase everything I do best. 

RYAN
You're just going to sell out and 
change your sound and change 
yourself? For what?

ZOE
To be successful, to make money, to 
have a career that I can be proud 
of and do what I'm meant to do. 

71.



RYAN
You're meant to write cookie cutter 
music with teams of writers about 
subjects that are bullshit that 
appeal to the lowest common 
denominator? That's not art.

ZOE
It's the music business. Country is 
what rock n roll was forty years 
ago. It’s basically The Eagles.

RYAN
It’s just Eagles. 

ZOE
What?

RYAN
Never mind.

ZOE
It's where the money is. It's where 
the best songwriters are and it 
still allows me to play guitar and 
not play to backing tracks. Would 
you rather I be a starving artist 
who's never successful playing 
indie rock to hipsters who can't 
afford to buy my records? 

RYAN
How am I supposed to feel about 
this?

ZOE
How are you supposed to feel? Feel 
whatever the fuck you want to feel. 
I need this. The only thing that 
matters is how you feel about me. 

EXT. A DESERTED HIGHWAY - DAY 78 78

Ryan driving alone in the van, looking out at the desolate 
landscape and feeling exactly that.

INT. MONTREAL APARTMENT - DAY 79 79

Ryan and Zoe, via FaceTime, are being shown around by a 
REALTOR (40) to a fairly modern two bedroom apartment.
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RYAN
So much closet space. You can have 
this whole wall to yourself.

REALTOR
It is going to go quick so if 
you’re interested we should do this 
by the end of day. 

RYAN
We want it. We’re just going to 
discuss and we’ll let you know.

The realtor exits the bedroom.

ZOE
Don’t you think it’s a little big?

RYAN
I mean I can take care of the rent. 
I’m not worried. 

ZOE
I can’t be there all the time. You 
don’t need the second bedroom.

RYAN
You need a practice space though.

ZOE
My amp can’t be loud enough there. 

RYAN
You’re telling me no musicians live 
in apartments and make it work?

ZOE
I need to feel the amp. Besides, 
with Q.T.F. I have to be in Toronto 
at least two days a week.

RYAN
We’ll alternate weekends. I’ll come 
to Toronto, you’ll come out here. 
Porter flights are only an hour.

ZOE
Aiden wants me to be in Nashville 
for at least a week or two every 
month for more co-writes. Everyone 
here is a songwriter. It’s crazy. 

RYAN
We’ll make it work.
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ZOE
(smiling) 

We’ll make it work. 

RYAN
I really like the apartment though.

ZOE
Me too.

INT. JUST FOR LAUGHS. OFFICE - DAY 80 80

MUSIC and MOVIE POSTERS are plastered all over the walls. 
Former goth turned cat lady GRACE (30) is behind her desk 
across from Ryan. 

GRACE
I still book all the guests though. 
So, if there’s any movies you want 
to see, let me know and we’ll try 
and get you on some of their 
junkets.

RYAN
Junkets?

GRACE 
Press days. There’s usually two or 
three a month. The studios will fly 
you out and put you up in some nice 
hotels. They’ll have camera crews 
set up. Have you met Sunjay, yet?

RYAN
No.

GRACE
(shouting)

Sunjay, come in here a minute. 

He does.

SUNJAY
Yeah?

GRACE
This is Sunjay. He’s going to be 
shooting all your videos in town. 
This is Ryan. Your new host.
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SUNJAY
Hey man, nice to meet you. I saw 
the David Suzuki interview. Looking 
forward to working with--

GRACE
Thank you. Byeeee. 

Sunjay leaves. 

GRACE (CONT’D)
So, he shoots your stuff here but 
when you’re on the road, you just 
get SD cards. So, and this is very 
important because on some of those 
weekends you might have, like, ten 
to twenty interviews. So, make sure 
you ask for and receive all the SD 
cards from all the cameras when 
you’re done because without them 
you, which means we, have no show. 
And, the sooner you upload them to 
the FTP the better for me. I’ll e-
mail you all this with the FTP 
address and more right... now.

His phone buzzes. 

GRACE (CONT’D)
Okay, go make that list, and add 
some TV shows. Yeah that’s it. Okay 
byyyeeee. 

She waves him out. 

EXT. AIDEN’S HOUSE. BACKYARD - DAY 81 81

Zoe and Aiden are sitting on opposite sides of the pool. 

AIDEN
If you’re not happy, why are you 
with him?

ZOE
I don’t know. We’ve just been 
together so long now, I can’t bring 
myself to let him go.

AIDEN
Nashville is the place for you. I’m 
tellin’ you, girl, you’re gonna go 
a long way. When you make it down 
here, Canada will follow. 

(MORE)
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It don’t work the other way ‘round. 
America don’t follow Canada, A hit 
here is a hit there. I’ll have you 
playin’ at the Ryman once a month 
by January. Call him. Tell him he’s 
holdin’ you back. Well don’t say 
that, you’ll know what to say. Call 
Winston an’ end it if he can’t take 
you to the next level. 

Zoe ponders it.

AIDEN (CONT’D)
Well just think ’bout it. Let’s go, 
I want you to meet someone.

INT. AIRPORT - DAY 82 82

Ryan’s in the terminal anxiously awaiting the glass gates to 
open. When they do, Zoe runs out, ecstatic, she jumps on 
Ryan, showering him with kisses.

ZOE
I missed you so much.

RYAN
I missed you more.

Ryan hands her a GERBER DAISY he was hiding behind his back.

ZOE
Oh my gosh. My favourite. 

She kisses him again.

ZOE (CONT’D)
I’m going to wear this on stage 
tomorrow.

BUZZER! A luggage carousel turns on. 

Ryan’s in the terminal still anxiously awaiting the glass 
gates to open. When they do, Zoe’s busy typing a message on 
her phone as she walks over. She hoists her guitar case upon 
him barely looking up.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Hey babe.

She kisses him quickly and goes back to her phone. Ryan 
holds the flower out. She doesn’t look up.

AIDEN (CONT'D)
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ZOE (CONT’D)
Dan Wilson just confirmed he’s 
going to write a song with me next 
week.

RYAN
That’s amazing.

She finally looks up. Ryan hands her the flower.

ZOE
My favourite! Can you put it in the 
guitar case.

He does as she goes back to typing on her phone.

INT. ZOE’S HOUSE. KITCHEN - DAY83 83

Ryan and Zoe are sitting on their laptops at the dining 
table. Zoe is playing the song she wrote with Terrell. 
Sylvia is cooking dinner. The song ends. 

SYLVIA
Sweetie, it’s so catchy... Boy, you 
do do do do, I love it. 

Ryan’s still working on his laptop. 

SYLVIA (CONT’D)
Ryan? You don’t like it?

ZOE
He doesn’t dig country music. 

RYAN
What? I don’t. I’m sorry. I love 
most of her songs. Just not these 
new ones. I’m allowed to be honest. 

Sylvia looks at Zoe. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
Oh no. My love for her is based so 
much more than music. 

(to Zoe) 
You know the kinda music I like; 
indie, funk and old school hip hop. 
I never listen to country. 

ZOE
That’s true. 
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RYAN
It’s not for me and it doesn’t need 
to be.

(beat)
Are we going to the movie?

ZOE
I dunno.

RYAN
Come on. It’ll be fun. 

ZOE
I should practice. You go. 

Sylvia looks at him. 

RYAN
Okay. 

He kisses her on the forehead. She hands him his TIFF pass. 

INT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY84 84

An LED Light. A VIDEO CAMERA. Sunjay is filming Ryan 
interviewing Russell Peters.

RUSSELL PETERS
I almost think comedians, we almost 
self sabotage our personal life.

RYAN
For bits?

RUSSELL PETERS
I’m not saying it’s done knowingly 
but there’s probably a subconscious 
thing that makes us do that. The 
happier we are, the worse our show 
will be. The more things you have 
going wrong in your personal life,  
the more relatable you are to 
everyone else. Because everybody 
else has those problems. Nobody 
wants to hear how successful you 
are. I don’t want to hear it. 

INT. MONTREAL APARTMENT. KITCHEN - NIGHT 85 85

Zoe and Ryan are cooking dinner. Her suitcase is on the 
floor in the corner. 
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ZOE
They’re all in their forties. They 
don’t look at me like that. 

RYAN
How can you be so naive sometimes?

ZOE
I always come home to you, don’t I?

RYAN
No, you don’t. I see your clothes 
hanging there every day but you 
haven’t been here in weeks. 

ZOE
I’m here now. 

RYAN
Are you though? Do you want to be 
though? Cause it doesn’t feel like 
you do.

(long beat) 
You need to talk to someone like 
you said you would because 
nothing’s changed. Not that I ever 
would, but I’ve thought about 
cheating on you.

The word slaps Zoe in the face. A long hideous beat. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
I never would, babe, I swear. I 
still love you more than the 
universe. More than love. I just 
need you to want me. 

ZOE
I do want you. I love you. You know 
I don’t want anybody else. 

Zoe’s phone buzzes. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
Tanner and his band are in town. 
They want to grab dinner.

RYAN
Who’s that?

ZOE
Just a guy I wrote with in 
Nashville. But I don’t have to go. 

(MORE)
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I mean I should, but I don’t have 
to. 

RYAN
No, go. Have fun with Tanner. Maybe 
he can do for you what I obviously 
can’t.

ZOE
Babe, I hope you trust me enough to 
know I wouldn't do anything to hurt 
you. I’m networking. What do you 
want me to do? It’s fucking 
business. 

RYAN
I know. It’s just hard. 

ZOE
I’m constantly confused at how I 
think you feel about us. 

RYAN
I love you. 

(beat)
Just go. I’ll finish making all 
this. 

ZOE
I’ll be back in a few hours. We can 
spend all day together tomorrow.

INT. MONTREAL APARTMENT - LATER86 86

Ryan’s asleep on the couch. Zoe stumbles in laughing. She 
walks over and kisses him, waking him up. 

RYAN
Are you drunk?

ZOE
No.

RYAN
You taste like pinot grigio.

ZOE
Shhh. 

She undoes his pants. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
I want you. 

ZOE (CONT'D)
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She sits on top of him, grinding for a few beats. 

RYAN
Oh my god, I’m gonna... I should go 
get a condom.

She nods. He runs into the bedroom.

INT. RECORDING STUDIO. CONTROL ROOM - NIGHT 87 87

Jasmine is passed out on the couch with a guitar on her lap. 
Zoe’s strumming some chords on an electric at the board. 
CHIME! A text from Ryan: We keep missing each other :( She 
starts to type back when she sees

(...)

They disappear.

(...)

Then disappear again. She starts crying. 

JASMINE
(waking up) 

Are you crying?

ZOE
No. 

(beat) 
Yeah. 

JASMINE
You miss him?

ZOE
I don’t know. 

(long beat) 
And if I don’t miss him how can I 
love him? That’s not love. 

She starts crying again.

JASMINE
They all fucking suck.

JASMINE (CONT’D)
(singing to herself) 

If I don’t miss him... kiss him, la 
da dum. How I can I love him and 
hold him, la da dum. 

(MORE)
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That’s not love, that’s... 
indifference, la da dum. Play that.

Zoe wiping tears away plays the ‘la da dums’ on the guitar. 
Jasmine smiles. Hours of work finally paying off. They sing 
it again, this time harmonizing.

INT. TOUR VAN - DAY88 88

WINTER FARMS and FIELDS. Zoe’s driving with determination. 

INT. MONTREAL APARTMENT - NIGHT 89 89

Ryan enters the apartment. He takes off his TOQUE and starts 
putting groceries away when he hears CRYING. As he enters 
the bedroom, he sees that the closet is now half empty. All 
of Zoe’s things have vanished. He finds Zoe in the master 
bathroom sitting on the closed toilet holding her knees. She 
won’t even look at him when he enters. After a moment, their 
eyes meet; volumes pass between them.

ZOE
I couldn’t do it. I couldn’t just 
leave. I was going to go, but I had 
to see you one more time.

RYAN
One more time? What are you talking 
about? I thought you were coming 
home tomorrow? Is today Friday?

ZOE
Babe, I’m sorry...

RYAN
What? Why? I love you, I love you, 
please don’t do this. I know I said 
some things I shouldn’t have.

ZOE
I can’t live here. 

RYAN
What will make you not break up 
with me?

Ryan looks scared? Dead? He collapses in front of her.

RYAN (CONT’D)
I’m sorry, I’m just... oh god.

He sobs so hard that he begins to choke on his breath.

JASMINE (CONT’D)
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RYAN (CONT’D)
It’s okay. It’s okay. I’m fine. 
Let’s talk. 

(long beat) 
Why?

She starts to speak.

RYAN (CONT’D)
Just tell me why.

ZOE
We’ve been growing apart. I know 
you feel it too not being in the 
same city. 

RYAN
I love you so much.

ZOE
We’ve been fighting. We never see 
each other. You’re here. I’m in 
Nashville or Toronto. I can’t be 
with you here every day. 

RYAN
I don’t need you here every day. I 
want you here every day. It’s hard 
to not see you.

ZOE
And that’s really sweet but I just 
can’t. My family, band, and Q.T.F. 
are there, and I know what you’re 
going to say, but it doesn’t 
matter, you need someone that can 
be with you. You do and I’m not 
going to be around. I’m going to be 
on a bus forever and you need 
someone who can be here. I can’t be 
here. I’m sorry. You want us to be 
something we can’t.

She starts to walk out. He runs after her.

ZOE (CONT’D)
I’m going back to Nashville on 
Monday for the next two weeks. I 
need time to think.

RYAN
Who’s the guy? Someone in 
Nashville? Please tell me it’s not 
Toby Keith.
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ZOE
Jesus Christ. No. There’s no one. 

RYAN
If there’s no other guy it doesn’t 
have to be over.

ZOE
I’ve thought about this a lot. It’s 
a five hour drive. I need to go.

She goes to exit. He stops her.

ZOE (CONT’D)
I can’t do this anymore.

RYAN
Tell me what to do. I love you so 
much. I’ll come to Q.T.F. if it 
means that much to you. When’s the 
next meeting? I’ll drive in.

ZOE
I don’t want you to have to come. I 
want you to want to come. 

RYAN
I’m trying. I said I’d come.

ZOE
What about the jealousy?

RYAN
What?

ZOE
When I’m out late at a session or 
when I hung out with Tanner’s band 
the other week. Or even with Aiden. 
You’re obviously not okay with me 
having guy friends. You act like my 
father sometimes. 

RYAN
I act like your boyfriend because I 
know for a fact Tanner wants you, 
and him inviting you to the bar at 
midnight--

ZOE
But I don’t want him.

(beat) 
You don’t trust me.
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RYAN
I’m trying. 

ZOE
You trying is fucking killing me. 

(long beat) 
I have to go. I just need space. 

He reaches for a zip tie on the kitchen counter and spins 
her around. She shrieks and looks down. He’s down on one 
knee making a ring with the zip tie. 

RYAN
Please babe. I love you. Marry me.

ZOE
I’m sorry. I just don’t love you 
like I used to. 

This stuns Ryan cold.

RYAN
Do you love me at all?

ZOE
I did.

Silence. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
You’ll find someone who can give 
you what you need. I want you to 
have that. 

RYAN
All I need is you. 

ZOE
No, you need more. I can’t give 
more anymore and I need to go.

Ryan takes this in.

RYAN
This is really what you want?

Zoe nods. An incredibly long silence. She kisses him one 
last time, crying. Ryan is frozen paralyzed. She walks out. 

INT. TOUR VAN - SAME 90 90

Zoe shuts the driver’s door on the cold winter night and 
cries over the steering wheel. A beat. 

85.



She begins to get over her herself. That was hard but she 
did the right thing and she knows it. She drives off as we 
fade to

BLACK

EXT. BELL CENTRE - DAY 91 91

TITLE: THREE YEARS LATER

A sunny afternoon. Ryan walks out of Windsor Station toward 
the arena. He sends a text. Just walking up now. CHIME! Zoe: 
Coming. A security door opens. Zoe walks out. They freeze as 
they see each other. This was a bigger deal than they had 
thought. After a long awkward beat

RYAN
Hi. 

ZOE
Hi. 

RYAN
I’m surprised you reached out.

ZOE
I know.

Another protracted and awkward silence. 

RYAN
So, how are you? You look... yeah.

ZOE
Thanks. You look... yeah too. 

They look at each other and laugh awkwardly.

RYAN
So... catch me up. Tell me about... 
everything.

They start walking down Rue Saint-Antoine.

ZOE
Umm... well I'm finally makin’ my 
record, which feels like it's taken 
forever but it’s finally the right 
time. The label is choosin’ a 
single next week and then I'll be 
goin’ out on my radio tour at the 
end of the summer. I’ve finally 
found my sound though. 
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RYAN
You have a Nashville twang in your 
voice. How is that possible? You’ve 
only been there three years.

She laughs. 

ZOE
So what’d you wanna do? I just have 
to be back for promo at two.

RYAN
There’s a park a few blocks away 
that reminds me of you. 

ZOE
That we went to years ago?

RYAN
Nope. 

ZOE
Alrighty. 

RYAN
We can stop and get coffee on the 
way.

Before she can say it.

RYAN (CONT’D)
I mean a peppermint tea for you.

They smile in rhythm for a moment, realize and stop. 

ZOE
Double double still?

RYAN
No, black now.

ZOE
Black, wow. 

RYAN
No more dairy. No more meat really.

ZOE
Yeah, I’ve seen some of your 
twitter rants.

RYAN
You have?
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ZOE
So you’re what, a vegan?

RYAN
Pescatarian. 

(off Zoe’s look) 
It means I’ll eat fish.

ZOE
I don’t think I couldn’t eat meat, 
well, barbecue, in Tennessee. 
They’d burn me at the stake. 

RYAN
Enjoy your tortured animals then. 

A few awkward steps.

RYAN (CONT’D)
Xavier said he saw you play in 
Barcelona.

ZOE
With Darius Rucker? You remember 
Hoot--

RYAN
Hootie and the Blowfish, yes of 
course I do. 

ZOE
Right I forgot you know everythin’ 
about nineties music. He was 
phenomenal. We sang Let Her Cry 
every night. His whole crew an’ 
band were so marvelous to me. 

(beat) 
How’s your family?

RYAN
Everyone’s good. Same old, same 
old. My dad’s still at Shaw and my 
mom’s still at the hospital. Night 
shift now though, she likes that 
better. I think my dad does too.  
And Graham’s in Australia at 
Griffith. How are my biggest fans, 
Dave and Sylvia?

ZOE
Dad got a new job at Imperial Oil  
after Q.T.F. didn’t follow through. 
Mom’s still teachin’ kindergarten. 

(MORE)

88.



She watches your show sometimes and 
keeps me updated. 

They walk into a Tim Hortons. 

INT. TIM HORTON’S - DAY92 92

The coffee shop’s not as busy as usual. They’re able to get 
right up to the counter.

ZOE
I haven’t had Timmy’s in forever.

CASHIER
Bonjour, qu’es-ce que vous voullez 
a boire?

RYAN
Un thé a menthe poivrée pour la 
femme et un cafe noir pour moi s’il 
te plait. 

(to Zoe) 
Just a tea?

ZOE
Yes please.

RYAN
C’est tout, merci.

CASHIER
Quatre et douze.

ZOE
Let me get this. 

RYAN
No, no please. 

He taps his debit card. The cashier smiles and walks away. 

ZOE
You learned French? 

RYAN
Yup. Had to. 

ZOE
Hmmm.

ZOE (CONT'D)
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EXT. LA JOUTE FOUNTAIN - SAME 93 93

FIRE on WATER. A RING of fire surrounds the WATER FOUNTAIN 
SCULPTURE in the park. Ryan and Zoe, Tim Hortons cups in 
hand, stop at a park bench across from it. 

ZOE
This reminds you of me?

RYAN
The water with the ring of fire. 
Blue-green eyes with fire inside. 

She smiles but doesn’t know how to respond.

RYAN (CONT’D)
Is it all a dream come true?

ZOE
Totally a dream come true. I can’t 
even describe how much I love my 
fans. It’s the most surreal thing. 
Do you ever miss radio? I can’t 
wait for my radio tour.

RYAN
Honestly, not at all. This is the 
best job I’ve ever had. 

ZOE
I can’t believe some of the people 
you’ve talked to. What was Katy 
Perry like? I’d love to work with 
her.

RYAN
She was tremendous. People keep 
telling me they think she had a 
crush on me. 

ZOE
Riiiight.

RYAN
You watch it and tell me. You still 
with the punk guy?

ZOE
Luke? We wanted different things. 

RYAN
Did you ever figure out...

90.



ZOE
Let’s just say I’ve grown up a lot. 
What about you? Seeing anybody?

RYAN
I mean I’m kinda seeing someone, 
but I dunno, you’re the one.

An awkward silence. A really fucking award silence. 

ZOE
I thought you were passed this. 

RYAN 
I was joking.

She looks at him knowing he wasn’t. 

RYAN (CONT’D)
I didn’t want to do this. I wanted 
today to be like old times, but 
every time I think I’m over you, 
I’ll have a dream or I’ll hear a 
song and the feelings rush back. I 
keep waiting to not care about you. 

She doesn’t know what to say. 

ZOE 
I’m never going to live here and 
you hated Nashville. 

RYAN
If you love it, I would learn to. 

ZOE
You’d quit your job n’ move for me?

RYAN
Would that change anything?

ZOE
No. 

RYAN
Why’d you want to hang out then?

ZOE
I saw an old iCal note about your 
thirtieth birthday so I wanted to 
invite you to the show. You were 
the one that said let’s hang out. 
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RYAN
You didn’t think how I’d feel?

ZOE
Of course I did, but I thought we 
could be friends. I mean we’re in 
the same industry. We’re going to 
run into each other at events and 
it’d be nice to not have THIS 
happen on a red carpet or 
something. I’ll say sorry again for 
not responding but--

RYAN
I’m just with girls cause I can’t 
have you. You’ve made me incapable 
of loving anyone else. I only want 
you. I’ve only ever wanted you. 

ZOE
And I want YOU to be happy. I can’t 
make you happy. And you can’t make 
me happy. You’re choosing to forget 
the bad--

RYAN
No, I remember everything. I’ve 
changed so much since then. It was 
just bad timing. All those things 
that drove you away, I’ve been 
working on myself-- 

ZOE
It’s not your fault things didn’t 
work out. It’s just easier to blame 
yourself than to blame the 
relationship. We weren’t meant to 
be. 

Ryan nods as his eyes well up. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
If I can do anything to help you 
move on I will. 

RYAN
A second chance. 

ZOE
What?

RYAN
All I want is a second chance. If 
it doesn’t work then, I’ll move on.
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She knows he needs to hear this.

ZOE
I’ve tried life with you and it’s 
not something I want again. I’m 
sorry. Time just takes the feelings 
away. You and I will never, could 
never happen. Not now, not ever. 
There’s nothing there anymore. I 
just didn’t like person I was when 
I was with you. 

A long, long, long silence. 

RYAN
Fuck you.

ZOE
Excuse me?

RYAN
I’m sorry but fuck you. You 
shouldn’t have emailed me.

ZOE
Maybe not. 

Silence. 

Her phone rings.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Shit, it’s my assistant, I need to 
take this. Hang on. 

(to Ryan) 
Where are we?

RYAN
La Joute.

ZOE
La Joute. With a jay?

Ryan nods. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
Yeah. In two? Perfect. Thanks Ally.

She hangs up.

ZOE (CONT’D)
I need to get back to the bus to 
record a guitar lick. I’m really 
sorry. My assistant got me an uber.
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They get up and walk toward the street.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Are you coming to the show tonight?

RYAN
I don’t think that’s a good idea. 

ZOE
No, probably not. 

A really uncomfortable silence as the UBER pulls up.

ZOE (CONT’D)
Well, that’s me. It really was 
great seeing you again.

An uncomfortable hug. 

ZOE (CONT’D)
Just know that you changed me 
forever and I’ll always be a better 
person because you were in my life.

He watches her walk away for the last time. Eventually 
sitting down on the sidewalk to think. After a while he 
picks himself up with a new found freedom and walks toward 
the subway. As he descends the steps 

BLACK
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